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wetted with water, the silver work is ready for polishing,
which, when the work is large, is performed at a lathe,
fitted with a box to collect the silver which becomes
removed by the polishing material, which is generally
rotten-stone and oil. The accompanying sketch represents
the ordinary form of lathe. The principal tools employed
by the polisher are a series of circular brushes and " bobs,"
as they are called, and which consist of circular pieces of
wood, round the circumference of which a strip of soft
leather is attached by means of glue, forming, as it were, a
leathern tyre to the wooden wheel. Bobs are also made
from various kinds of leather, as bull-neck, cowhide, etc.
They are of various sizes and degrees of thickness to suit
the varied forms of the articles to be polished; and it not
unfrequently happens that the polisher, who is always
provided "with a stock of leather, has to leave off polishing
an article to cut out a bob of suitable size to fit into some
hollow or scroll in a new design.

The polishing is effected by means of rotten-stone, or
tripoli, moistened with oil; and for convenience in working
the former is commonly placed in a shallow vessel, and the
oil kept in a conical tin can with a small tubular opening
at the top; by gently pressing upon the bottom of the can
with the thumb the oil escapes slowly, so that a single
drop may be applied if necessary. The lathe being set in
motion, the polisher applies a little rotten-stone and oil to
the bob he has selected for use, and then presses the article
to be polished with moderate force against it, shifting the
article continually until the whole surface is gone over.
The work is carefully examined from time to time, and
when completed is sent into the finishing-room, where it
is first cleansed by washing in warm soap and water, with